m                                            IBN KHALLIKAiVS

Abu 1-Hasan Muhammad Ibn Omar Ibn Yakub al-Anlwii, dcploivii his late in !iu<

following lines:

Exalted during life and after death, thou art, in truth, a prodigj! iho crowd standingaround
thee seems like those bands of visitors who courted thy liberality in the dajs of thj donations.
Erect as thou art among them, thou appcarest like a preacher, and they stand all erect, as if to
pray. Thy arms are openly extended towards them, as thou wert \\oiu to externl them
when bestowing-gifts. The bosom of the earth being loo narrow, after thy deal';, to con-
tain such glory as thine, they gave thee the sky for a tomb and the robe of the air for a \\imi~ *
ing sheet Thy importance was so deeply impressed on people's minds thai thou passest own
now thy nights closely watched by faithful guards* By night, torches are lighted at omul -tliee,
and such also was the casein the days of thy life. Thou art mounted on the steed which
Zaid once rode in former years (5). Such an advantage is a consolation, as it delivers tluv from
the envy of thy foes. I never saw a tree, before this, enabled to sustain all thai \\as ^onerous.
Thou wert hurtful to adversity (in warding o/f /As ,s7/'o/.v,s' frtwt nfhm); il therefore, sprang
upon thee and thou hast fallen a victim to its wrath. Twas thy custom to heal the \\ntuuK
inflicted by misfortune; it therefore turned against thee to take vengeance; and time converted
thy beneficence towards us into a crime. Thou wert a cause of happiness for mankind; but,
on thy departure, they were scattered by calamities. For thee my heart burneth v\ilh a hidden
thirst which can only be assuaged by flowing tears. Were I able to perform my <lul> towards
theeand acknowledge all my deep obligations, I should fill the earth with poems in thy praise
and recite my lamentations alternately with the cries of the female mourners: but I mn forced
to restrain my feelings for thy loss, lest I should be taken for a criminal, Thou hast no! a
tomb on which I may implore the blessed rains to fall; but thou art set up as a target to the
impetuous gushing of the showers. On thee be the salutation of the All-Merciful I may his
abundant blessings descend upon thee, morning and evening!

The body of Ibn Bakiya remained on the cross till the death of Adud ucl-I)a\\lul',
it }vas then taken down and buried at the spot where it had been exposed. The fol-
lowing verses were recited on his death by Abu 1-Hasan al-Anbitri, the author of llu'
piece just given:

They inflicted on thee no dishonour when they fixed thee on a cross; they only committed a
crime of which they afterwards repeated. They then felt that they had acted wrong, in ex-
posing to public view (one who had been) a beacon of authority. They took thee clown, and
in interring thee, they buried a mountain (of noble qualities); and with thai mountain they
entombed noWe worth, and generosity, Though thou hast disappeared, thy liberality remains
unforgottes; yet how many the dead who are thought of no longorl Mankind share the
(Auty of} repeating thy praises, as thou used, unceasingly, to share thy wealth amongst them.

The'M/b Ibn Aslfcir (bol. IL p. 252) says, in his History of Damascus, that Abik
'1-Hasan, on composing the first of these elegies, that which rhimes in |f copied it out
and threw it into one of the streets of Baghdad. It fell into the hands of the literati,